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City thanks retiring Parks
and Rec Commissioner for
15 years of service

By Lou Fancher

The Lafayette City Council at
its June 27 meeting recognized
longtime Parks, Trails and
Recreation Commissioner
Mark Poole for his impressive
15 years of volunteer service.
Poole will be ending his term
due to his workload increasing
and demanding more of his
time, but he also says 15 years
on the commission leave him
believing it’s time for new
ideas and new energies.

“We need refreshening,”
Poole says. “I'm not saying a
new commissioner has to be
younger, but representation of
younger families is lacking on
some committees and we need
all elements represented. It’s
someone else’s time.”

In his “real life,” Poole is a
Deputy Attorney General for
the California Department of
Justice whose work centers on
environmental law. He is
married and the father of two
children, a college-age son and
a daughter who this year
graduated from Acalanes High
School. A native of Oregon,
Poole grew up camping, fish-
ing, hiking and participating
in sports, including competi-
tive soccer during college.
While team sports have him
tapping into the energy of a
group, he says fishing feeds his
soul and teaches him patience
and to slow down and appre-
ciate the natural environment.

Lafayette PTR Director
Jonathan "ACE" Katayanagi
says Poole stood out as a re-
spected leader on the commis-
sion whose legal background
often served the city well.
Among the many projects
during Poole’s years on the
commission and its subcom-
mittees are the Petanque
Courts and Multi-Sport Rink,
improvements to the Commu-
nity Park Play Area, dedication
of the Bellenger Trail, renova-
tion of the Cedar Room, Brook
Street Park, and Community
Center Restrooms, and the
construction of the Jennifer
Russell Building.

“Mark would listen to all
viewpoints in meetings and
would go the extra mile to
make sure he was under-
standing what residents
wanted to communicate to the
Commission,” Katayanagi says.
“He would work to find com-
mon ground. Where there
might be a difference of opin-
ion, he would take the time to
explain his reasoning so there
was always an understanding
of how he came to decisions.”

Completed projects such
as the replacement of the chil-
dren’s playground at the
southern end of the Commu-
nity Park and the addition of
play features at Brook Street
Park he says are important
and positive for families with
young kids. The addition of
the Batwing property, a 22-
acre area that will be devel-
oped into a nature park, Poole
marks as most significant,

while noting his absence from
the process. “I live within 500
feet of the property, so I had to
recuse myself from the com-
mission’s part in that project,”
he explains.

Success for the 51-year-old
resident who moved with his
young family to the city in
2004, is marked by projects he
says reflect the commission’s
greatest positive energy, com-
mitment to improving the
community, and demonstra-
tion of synergistic team work.

“You might find it strange,
but things that stand out are
projects that failed more than
projects that succeeded,” he
says. “We had two big projects,
Lafayette Bike Park in the
early 2010s, and the Deer Hill
Community Park that would
have been part of the develop-
ment of 45 homes, a dog park,
and desperately needed sports
field and children’s play area.
The Deer Hill project ended in
a public referendum that
voted it down. They stand out
to me because the commission
functioned well, worked hard,
and developed good plans that
would have served the com-
munity. They would have
added real value. So 'm proud
of that process.”

Asked which role models
had the most influence on his
service as an adult, Poole
speaks immediately of family.
“My volunteer ethic stems
from my parents. Both were
tremendous examples. My fa-
ther worked as a public ser-
vant; as a judge for 35 years.
My mother was a longtime
teacher and high school coun-
selor who volunteered with
churches, (organizations that
serve) the homeless, and teens
who were struggling. My par-
ents set the tone for contribut-
ing to your community in an
altruistic way.”

As Lafayette grows, the
need for balance between in-
creased housing density, new
retail and restaurant busi-
nesses, greater population and
maintaining park and recre-
ation areas is essential, ac-
cording to Poole. “We have to
anticipate growth and main-
tain livability and quality of
life. The Parks, Trails and
Recreation Commission will
serve an important role in ac-
quiring additional park prop-
erties and we all know land is
more and more expensive and
harder to find.”

The pressures of a thriv-
ing, semi-urban city and the
complexities for volunteers,
council members, city staff,
and residents of the commu-
nity working to maintain bal-
anced growth might, but don’t
cause Poole to worry. “I've
been so impressed during my
time in how many people vol-
unteer in Lafayette. It’s been
rewarding to be a small part of
it. 've learned so much about
how the city functions and I
tell people I'd love to see more
people involved.”
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28 Corte Mateo, Moraga 2708 SqFt | 5Br| 3 Ba| .27 ac

Terrific home located on a cul-de-sac in Campolindo neighborhood. This house
features many updates, including freshly refinished hardwood floors, remodeled
kitchen and baths. Wonderful level yard with a new lawn and sports court.
Close to commute routes, trails and Campolindo high school.

Offered at $1,995,000 Open Saturday & Sunday 1-4

Visit our new website Orinda.com to
see local client success stories and
case studies

Elena Hood ..
925.254.3030
Elena@Orinda.com
BRE: 1221247
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é Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources
deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition.sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square
footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.
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Regular Meeting

Monday, July 11, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's

You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Monday, July 18, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love

Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, July 13, 7 p.m. Zoom
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube
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28 Warwick Court | Lafayette
Call for details and pricing

a 3 Beds + Office + Study Lounge ‘ ‘ 2 Baths ‘ l_. 2,395 Sq. Ft. ‘ ‘:’ .28 Acres

Build your dream home in Happy Valley!
3659 Happy Valley Road | Lafayette

Includes Pre-Approved Plans for Home & Landscaping. *Approved in 2018. Need to be re-submitted for approval.

0:0 .64 Acres ‘ Vacant Lot + Utilities

Honored in RealTrends Top 1.5% of Agents in the Nation

Ranked in Top 1% of Realtors in Contra Costa County

Christine Gallegos | Amy S. Boaman
Gallegos Boaman Group
925.878.2883 | 925.997.6808

DRE# 01896511 | DRE# 01433269
gallegosboaman@compass.com
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Compass is areal estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed
reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made o to the accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. If your property is
currently listed for sale this is not a solicitation. [ &Y

ARE YOU CONSIDERING SELLING?

CALL US FOR A HOME VALUATION 925997.6808






